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     I fell in love with my son the moment I saw him. I had such plans.  

I was going to be a great dad. All of the love, all of the attention, 

anything he would ever want and I would be 

that dad. I sincerely wanted in my heart of 

hearts to be a good dad but I was an 

alcoholic.  

     A child’s love is powerful. My son adored 

me. He would wait for me to come home 

from work, and run down the hall of our 

apartment, calling, “ Daddy! Daddy!” I would 

scoop him up and hug him. He was so small but I could feel his strong 

little hug around my neck. 

  A  S OBER  D AD  IN  
B ANGKOK ,  T HAILAND  
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                                                                                                                                                                                        W e  n e e d  yo u r  h e l p !  

 

                     SEPIA Website Tech Committee is looking for                
                                         a Content Specialist to increase visibility 
                                         within the community and help the next  
                                         generation of active alcoholics get sober!   
 
 

Do you have experience creating and publishing attractive digital  
content for websites using a CMS?  Experience with WordPress, Wagtail 
or Drupal?  This is a great opportunity to get into service while gaining 
experience with one of the most progressive web frameworks in use  
today.  Come use your skills to make a real impact on the Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Intergroup, our community of A.A.s and those active  
alcoholics who just need to hear the right message at the right time to 
give sobriety a shot.  Please email brandonl@aasepia.org for details. 
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S U M M E R  T I M E  . . .  
 
     On Memorial Day, May 31st, Pennsylvania 
will lift many COVID-19 restrictions. 
Businesses will no longer have capacity 
limits or be required to 
follow specific distancing 
measures, but masks will 
still be required. 
 
     The state is set to lift 
all mask mandates on 
June 28th or when 70% of adults have had 
their second dose of the vaccine, whichever 
comes first. As of May 28, 52.7% of 
Pennsylvanians 18 and older have been  
fully vaccinated. 

  
     Expect a flurry of changes to local 
meeting listings as A.A. groups adjust to this 
long-awaited news. See our website for all 
the latest in-person, online, and phone 
meeting information: aasepia.org.  We rely 
on the fellowship to keep our meeting lists 
up to date. If your homegroup has made a 
change recently, please fill out the  
meeting changes form. 
 

     Our hotline remains open  
24 hours a day for any alcoholic 
wishing to talk: 215-923-7900. 

Since most of us are born 
with an abundance of natural 
desires, it isn’t strange that 
we often let these far exceed 

their intended purpose. When they drive us blindly, or  
we willfully demand that they supply us with more 
satisfactions or pleasures than are possible or due us,  
that is the point at which we depart from the degree of 
perfection that God wishes 
for us here on earth. That is 
the measure of our character 
defects, or, if you wish,  
our sins.  
 
If we ask, God will certainly 
forgive our derelictions. But 
in no case does He render us 
white as snow and keep us 
that way without our 
cooperation. That is 
something we are supposed 
to be willing to work toward 
ourselves. He asks only that 
we try as best we know how 
to make progress in the 
building of character. 
 
So Step Six… is A.A.’s way of stating the best possible 
attitude one can take in order to make a beginning on this 
lifetime job.  
 
—Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, p. 65. 
Copyright ©2004 by Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc. 

http://aasepia.org/
https://aasepia.org/meeting-status/


 

     

      I would carry him into our apartment, put him down, and grab a big beer 

from the fridge. He would watch me drinking and even mimic me with his sippy 

cup while taking a drink and saying, “Ahhh.” Just like dad. I didn’t stop at one 

beer. I drank until I passed out. Sometimes I made it to my bed.  Just as often I 

would wake up on the floor where I had passed out, my son asleep on top of me 

or next to me holding my hand. I would feel such guilt. I would tell myself, 

tomorrow I’ll be a better dad. Tomorrow I will do fun things with my son. 

Tomorrow I’ll be the kind of dad I really want to be. I will really try. Tomorrow. 

     During the week, my son and I would make 

plans for Sunday, my only day off. He would ask 

where we would go and what we would do. His 

eyes would light up like it was Christmas. But 

come Sunday, I would start drinking as soon as I woke up. He 

would ask, when will we start? “Just after this beer”, I would say.  

Then there was the next one and the next one. He would ask, is this 

the last one? Then the plans changed and we wouldn’t go 

anywhere. I’d think the next weekend, that’s when I was going to 

be a good dad. We would repeat the whole exercise week after 

week. His excitement, his questions and then the plans would 

change. He always had hope that the next time would be different. 

Just like me.  

     My drinking got worse. I rented a “drinking” 

apartment next door. I couldn’t  bear watching him while 

I was drinking in our family apartment. His mom was 

there but she was busy with her own work. I was terrified 

he would choke on a toy or put something in the electrical 

outlet - any number of things that toddlers do and I would 

be too drunk to notice. My routine became to come home, 

give my son the usual hug, take beer to my new apartment 

and close the door. My son would try 

to follow me but I wouldn’t let him in. I 

would tell him to stay with his mother. 

He would knock on the door saying 

“Daddy let me in.” He would cry 

sometimes.  It broke my heart but I couldn't let him in. Eventually the knocking 

and the crying stopped and I carried on drinking filled with guilt and self-hate. 

Coming to in the middle of the night I’d open the door and there he would be 

sleeping in the hallway. Sometimes he had an unopened beer with him, now 

warm because he thought maybe I would open the door for him if he had a beer 

for me. I would say to myself, tomorrow, tomorrow will be different.  

     We are told that no one gets sober for other people, but getting sober for my 

son was definitely part of my recovery. My son was five when I got sober and 

what a difference to be a sober dad. I  brought him to lots of meetings with me. 

He was very quiet and usually napped during the meetings but all the time we had together getting 

to the meeting and afterward back home was all our time. We talked and laughed and ate 

hamburgers. Watched movies together or just hung out.   Th e  b e st  t i me  e ve r.  

       ...Continued from Page 1 
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Concept  VI  

On behalf of A.A. as a whole, our General 
Service Conference has the principal 
responsibility for the maintenance of our world 
services, and it traditionally has the final 
decision respecting large matters of general 
policy and finance. But the Conference also 
recognizes that the chief initiative and the active 
responsibility in most of these matters should be 
exercised primarily by the Trustee members of 
the Conference when they act among themselves 
as the General Service Board of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. 
 
Bill [W.] makes the point that although “our 
objective is always a spiritual one,” nevertheless 
our world service is a “large business operation.” 
“Indeed,” he says, “our whole service structure 
resembles that of a large corporation. The A.A. 
groups are the stockholders, the delegates represent 
them, like proxy-holders at the annual meeting; the 
General Service board Trustees are actually the 
directors of a ‘holding company”. And this holding 
company (The General Service Board) actually 
owns and controls the two ‘subsidiaries’  
(A.A.W.S. and the A.A. Grapevine) which  
carry on the … services.” 

 
 
 

—The Twelve Concepts Illustrated. Copyright © 2017  
by Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc. 

 
                  

Seek and Find  
Solidarity 
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  The moment we saw that we had an answer for  
  alcoholism, it was reasonable (or so it seemed at the  
  time) for us to feel that we might have the answer to a  
  lot of other things. The A.A. groups, many thought,  
  could go into business, might finance any enterprise  
  whatever in the total field of alcoholism. In fact, we felt  
  duty-bound to throw the whole weight of the A.A. name  
  behind any meritorious cause.  
 

 
Whereupon we tried A.A. hospitals—they all bogged down because you cannot put an A.A. group into 
business; too many busybody cooks spoil the broth. A.A. groups had their fling at education, and 
when they began to publicly whoop up the merits of this or that brand, people became confused. Did 
A.A. fix drunks or was it an educational project? In consternation, we saw ourselves getting married 
to all kinds of enterprises, some good and some not so good.  
 

—Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, pp. 155, 156 
Copyright ©2004 by Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc. 

P G Z L  L V S C  S P M N  R Y J 

P R V V  C M Q L  R W O I  T C W 

T D I H  O J P I  H M T I  C O Z 

K R V O  Q E N E  M X L I  S O N 

E D O E  R C S O  B I J A  H P B 

D E R P  I I C O  B R L A  L E X 

A M S P  P C T I  P R I M  A R Y 

M E L J  A U S Y  O R V W  U A H 

D E J Y  U N S Y  P Z U S  L T L 

O S A N  O P I Z  Y W D P  F I A 

E E I P  N P L Z  H V Z D  P O U 

Q T S S  E N E L  G N I S  U N T 

Y E L A  U T I R  I P S J  O L U 

R C C T  Y T H U  W C L S  R L M 

U G M H  Z H C G  R A E I  G V B 
 

Find the Tradition Six words in the puzzle. 

Words may read across, up and down,  

or diagonally. 
 

                                             COMMON           COOPERATION 

         GROUP            MUTUAL 

         PRIMARY          PRINCIPLE 

         PRIORITY         PURPOSE 

         RESPONSBILITIY   SINGLENESS 

         SPIRITUAL        UNITY 

         SUPPORT 



 

  

 

     My son is twenty-six now. He was raised in a sober home and the principles 

I learned in A.A. were the principles I tried to use in being his father. First 

things first, do the next right thing, let go and let God. These principles work. I 

realize that he has a Higher Power of his own and he has his own life to live. I 

love the man he has become. There might be a 12 Step Group in his future but 

that is his decision and he knows this A.A. thing works. 
    I was curious about what he remembered of my drinking. In the Fifth Grade 

his class was doing a unit on drugs and alcohol. He asked for help with his 

homework, (which you can do if you are a sober parent), and here, finally, was 

some homework I understood. “Why do people drink and take drugs? What 

does it feel like when you are high? What is an alcoholic?” I was a teacher at 

the school he attended and after school his homeroom teacher was waiting 

outside my classroom. I thought she was going to tell me how great my son did on his  

assignment. The teacher reported that my son told the whole class that when I was drunk, I  

peed in the refrigerator.  He  re me mb e r s .  

 

     The more I try to become the parent that A.A. wants me to be,  

the more I become the parent I want to be.  

Amazing how that works.  

The more the husband I want to be, the teacher I want to be,  

the man I want to be -  

It’s all A.A., a design for living that really works. 
 

— Charles G., Serenity Group, Bangkok, Thailand  
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Five-county Area 

 

Visit our website for the most up-to-date information: https://aasepia.org/news/event-flyers/. 
 
 

Saturday, June 5—History of A.A. through Local, Area and GSO Archives (Online): Presented by District 36, Area 59 
Archivist, and GSO. 1:00 pm ID: 857 0633 8496  Password: D36.  All A.A. members are welcome to attend. 
 
Saturday, June 12—Area 59 Mini-Assembly II (Online): Area 59 Delegate’s report-back from the General Service 
Conference. Doors open 9:30 am, program starts 10:00 am ID: 837 3887 8729 Password: 246324. All are welcome! 
 
Saturday, June 12—A.A. Service and You Spring Workshop: Hosted by Districts 41 and 61. 11:00 am at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Tannersville, PA 18372. Light snacks and beverages. 
 
Wednesday, June 16—Cedar Group 40th Anniversary. Food and Fellowship at 7:00 pm followed by Speaker at 8:00 
pm. Wentz’s UCC, 3246 Skippack Pike, Lansdale, PA 19446. 
 
Saturday, June 26—Living a Spiritual Program Workshop (Online): Hosted by District 21 and District 5. Starts 3:00 pm  
ID: 834 4164 9387 Password: 394677. All are welcome! 
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Online Meetings are being held in June 2021.    

Become an Intergroup Rep (IGR)! 
Contact your Zone Liaison or the SEPIA Office. 

 

Monthly Zone Meetings  

For Monday, June 14th at 7:00 pm 

See Page 17 for Online Video Information  

 

   

   Bucks County Zone meets at:        

   Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

   877 Street Road (at Churchville),  

   Southampton, PA 18966  

   Online Video Conference 
    

 

   Chester County Zone meets at:    

   307 Clubhouse, 700 S. Bradford Avenue,        

   West Chester, PA 19382  

   Online Video Conference 
    

 

  Delaware County Zone meets at: 

  The Tree of Life Church 

  933 Baltimore Pike, Springfield (19064) 

  Online Video Conference 

   
 

The Montgomery County Zone meets at:     
Church of the Messiah, 1001 DeKalb Pike (Rt. 202), Lower Gwynedd, PA 19002 

Online Video Conference 
 

The Philadelphia County Zone meets at:  
St Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church, 817 North 7th Street, Philadelphia (19123) 

Online Video Conference 

Show Us Your  
A.A. Meeting Room 

Send to SEPIA 

publicinformationdirector@aasepia.org 

https://aasepia.org/news/event-flyers/
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Visit the SEPIA website to place your Grapevine 

Book orders or call 215-923-7900 

https://sepialiterature.info/   

Pocket Calendar 
available now! 

Wall Calendar      
available now! 

https://sepialiterature.info/


 

G RATEFUL  AND  H UMBLED  AS  A  S OBER  D AD!  
 

      My story and journey are both similar to and different from those of the many people I have met in A.A. during 

my trudging this common road to a happier destiny.  I am about 8 ½ years into my second real attempt at getting 

and staying sober.  I should note that the first time around was not nearly 

as fulfilling nor did it last even half the time I have today. 

     I had a relatively “normal” childhood and came from a relatively stable 

home (although, clearly something was not normal about me as I 

discovered alcohol and its effects when I was around 13 or so, and my 

sister had her own issues which I will not get into because this is my 

story).  My parents drank “normally” (they were of an age where cocktails 

usually happened as soon as they got home from work) and I never saw them drunk (maybe a little giddy, but not 

drunk and certainly not mean or abusive-drunk). 

     For me, drinking was a means of escaping.  I liked to drink alone and quickly 

discovered how good at hiding my drinking I could become.  Years after I started 

drinking, I heard the term “closet-drinker” and thought it was kind of funny because 

I had set up a bar in my closet.  I would raid my parent’s liquor cabinet and pour the 

different types of booze into jars which I hid behind books in a bookshelf I had in 

my closet.  I was good to go. 

     I learned how to effectively lie and make up stories about where I was or to 

explain away my behavior.  In hindsight, I think my parents knew something was 

going on but said very little or did not push the issue.  At one point, my father 

noticed that the gin level seemed to be going down faster than he remembered, I 

suggested that maybe he had not put the cap on tight enough and it started to 

evaporate.  My father is and was an intelligent person and I am sure that he did not 

buy that explanation, but he let it go regardless. 

     Fast forward through high school and college when my drinking and partying 
really took off, yet I had been able to function, get decent grades and 

hide my drinking/pot use.  I drank and partied socially (many times to 
extremes), but would also continue drinking alone.  A year or so after 
college I got married and figured “I got this,” and I could drink only 

socially with my wife and friends/relatives.  It was not long before I 
began to sneak bottles into the apartment, hide them in my car, etc.  
Seven years after we got married, I became a dad for the first time.  I 

continued to drink in secret and fooled myself into thinking that I had 
control over my drinking and that it would not affect my parenting ability. 
     Because I was self-employed and could set my own hours, I became the primary caregiver for my daughter until 

she was in daycare and then school.  My “functional alcoholism” allowed me to work and be an involved dad, 
although it was taking a toll on my marriage and I found that the alcohol 
helped me to fill a void and even numb my feelings.   

     My daughter was almost two when my wife discovered my secret.  
For the first time in my life, I found myself trying to get sober and got 
into a rehab after work program.  The program taught me a lot about 

myself and this disease.  I was inspired to work the program and I 
became a “star student.”  It was also eye-opening as my wife refused to 
attend the family nights.  She said it was because we had no one to 

watch my daughter, but the real reason was that she viewed this as my 
problem alone to fix, and she was embarrassed by it.  She did not want 
anyone to know about my sickness, she wanted it to be kept secret.  

P A G E  8  
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Outside the Five-County Area  
 
 

Friday, June 4 through Sunday, June 6—Northeast Regional Forum (Online): A weekend of sharing and 
informational sessions. Registration https://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/regional-and-local-forums. 
 
Saturday, June 5—Stepping Stones Virtual 2021 Picnic: 70th Anniversary Event. Starts 1:00 pm. No cost to 
participate. Register online https://aasepia.org/news/event-flyers/?p=1. 
 
Friday, June 25 through Sunday, June 27—Biarritz International A.A. Convention (Online)—Theme: Love and 
Service. Registration and Zoom Information https://aasepia.org/news/event-flyers/biarritz-france-international/. 

A business trip to Akron 

A short-term job opportunity takes Bill to Akron, Ohio. In the lobby of 
his hotel, he finds himself fighting the urge to join the conviviality in 
the bar. He consults a church posting on the wall with the aim of finding 
someone who might lead him to an alcoholic with whom he could talk. A 
phone call to Episcopal minister Rev. Walter Tunks results in a referral 
to Henrietta Seiberling, a committed Oxford Group adherent who has 
tried for two years to bring a fellow group member, a prominent Akron 
surgeon, Dr. Bob, to sobriety.   They met for the first time on Mother’s 
Day, May 12, 1935.   

 

 

Men on a Mission 

Dr. Bob lapses into drinking again but quickly recovers. The day 
widely known as the date of Dr. Bob’s last drink, June 10, 1935, is 
celebrated as the founding date of Alcoholics Anonymous. Dr. Bob 
and Bill spend hours working out the best approach to alcoholics, 
a group known to be averse to taking directions. Realizing that 
thinking of sobriety for a day at a time makes it seem more 
achievable than facing a lifetime of struggle, they hit on the 
twenty-four hour concept.  

https://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/regional-and-local-forums
online%20https:/aasepia.org/news/event-flyers/?p=1
online%20https:/aasepia.org/news/event-flyers/?p=1


 

Katie G. 2015 
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     After the program ended, my meeting attendance began to drop off. I used the excuse to myself that my wife 

would complain that I was not around enough to be with our daughter when I went to meetings.  A couple of years 

later, I came upon a bottle of gin and quickly found myself back where I left off, only sneakier now that my wife 

was aware.  She of course was suspicious, yet enabled me to continue by keeping everything secret. 

     My marriage continued to devolve, despite having our second daughter.   I figured that since I was not falling-

down drunk in front of my kids, I was in control of my drinking and that I could wait until after they went to bed to 

drink myself to sleep. 

     I had a revelation one day after my mother (who had been 

recovering from some health issues) had to have an MRI where they 

discovered that she was in the early stages of dementia.  My father 

shared with me and my sister the complete medical work up which 

included a full medical history.  It was then that I discovered an all- 

too-familiar type of secret.  My mother had been going to A.A. 

meetings in the ‘80s when I was in college.  My father had given 

accounts of him finding hidden bottles.  I had no clue that she and I 

had similar stories and that she too was an alcoholic.   I cannot 

speculate on if I would have done anything different with my life 

had I known decades earlier, but I will always wonder. 

This revelation did not get me back into the program. I still had to watch my marriage blow up. My wife still had 

to blurt out to our 15-year-old daughter that I was an alcoholic during 

a fit of rage. Later that year, my daughter would find a stash of empty 

or partially-empty vodka bottles in my basement hiding place and 

leave me a scathing note on top of them. I still had to finally move out 

and away from a toxic relationship.  I still had to feel the hate, 

disappointment and misery of my 16-year-old. I still had to worry that 

my 8-year-old would not also start to hate me (she did not know about 

my drinking yet). 

     Once out on my own, I started to date a friend I had known for 

many years.  I fooled myself into thinking that since I was finally out 

of a toxic relationship and in a new one where I was able to feel alive 

and like a normal human again. I thought that I could drink socially like a normal person.  Of course, that did not 

last long as history repeated itself and I continued to drink in secret.  She found out that secret and I expected the 

worst, but instead, I learned something.  The first thing my girlfriend told me that I had to do was to break the 

secret cycle and tell people about my alcoholism.  She knew that I 

could not recover on my own.  I then got back into a rehab after 

work program.  She attended the family nights at the rehab 

program and went to some A.A. meetings with me.  Because of the 

schedule requirements, I had to let my daughters both know why I 

would not be as available for a few weeks.  My older daughter was 

tentative but said she was glad I was taking those steps.  My 

younger daughter was ten at the time, yet ahead of her years and 

understood what I had to do and why. 

     It took time, but eventually my older daughter came to trust me again and is even proud of me.  One thing that I 

have sworn to myself and to them is that there are to be no more secrets.  I have been very open about my disease 

and both of my daughters are aware that this can be genetic.  They are both comfortable knowing that they can tell 

me anything, no matter how bad or embarrassing (which is sometimes more info than a dad should hear about).   

...Continued from Page 8 

...Continued on Page 13 
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CONTACT US 

Southeastern Pennsylvania  
Intergroup Association 

SEPIA 
1903 South Broad Street - 2nd Floor 

Philadelphia, PA  19148-2216 

HOT LINE 215-923-7900  
Email:   info@aasepia.org  
Website: https://aasepia.org/  
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     My experience, strength and hope have given me the tools to 

help my older daughter as she battled her own addiction demons.  I 

could not have done that if I were still drinking.  It has given me 

the tools to be a better father and to show them that it is better to 

be open and honest and to let people in.  It is because of A.A. and 

all that I have learned from others that I have the close relationship 

with my now-adult daughters who I hope will pass on what they 

have learned from my experience to their own kids.   

     Before I had kids, I had no idea about how wonderful father-

hood could be.  Before I embraced A.A. and other alcoholics, I 

had no idea how uplifting being a sober dad could be.  Seeing and hearing from other sober dads (and sober 

moms) is truly a wonderful miracle to witness. 

I  am Paul  J .  and I  am a  grateful  a lcoholic  and a  grateful  sober  dad. 
 

—  Paul  J . ,  A .A.  Member,  562 Group,  Haver ford,  PA  
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June 1947: A.A. Preamble first printed in Grapevine. 
 

June 1953: Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions published. 
 

June 4, 2002: Caroline Knapp, author of Drinking: A Love Story died sober of lung cancer.  
 

June 10, 1935: “Founders Day”—the date of Dr. Bob’s last drink, his first amends, and the official 
founding date of A.A. (There is some evidence that the founders, in trying to reconstruct the history, got 
the date wrong and it was actually June 17th that all this occurred.) 
 

June 11, 1935: Dr. Bob suggests that he and Bill W. start working with other alcoholics.  
 

June 13, 1945: Morgan R. gave a radio appearance for A.A. with a large audience. He was kept under 
surveillance to make sure he didn’t drink. 
 

June 16, 1938: Jim Burwell, founder of A.A. in Philadelphia and author of The Vicious Cycle in the Big 
Book, had his last drink. 
 

June 18, 1940: One hundred people attended the first meeting in the first A.A. clubhouse at 334 1/2 
West 24th Street, New York City. 
 

June 21, 1944: The first issue of the AA Grapevine was published.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
June 25, 1939: The New York Times gave the Big Book a positive review, writing that it is, “More 
soundly-based psychologically than any other treatment I have ever come upon.” 
 
June 26, 1935: Bill Dotson, A.A. #3, entered Akron’s City Hospital for his last detox and first day of 
sobriety. He would soon be visited by Dr. Bob and Bill W., who talked to him about the importance of 
turning his life over to a Higher Power. He did so, and the first A.A. group was born. Bill Dotson 
remained sober until his death 19 years later.  
 
June 30, 1941: Ruth Hock, A.A.’s first secretary, showed Bill W. a newspaper clipping with the Serenity 
Prayer in it. Someone had mailed it to the A.A. offices. It would become quickly adopted by A.A.  

 
 
                                             
 

 

T h i s  m o n t h  i n  A . A .  H i s t o r y  

* * *  J u n e  * * *  
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Caroline Knapp 

Ruth Hock 



 

Committee Meetings for the month 
of  June 2021 are online. 

 

See Page 19 for all the details and share with your 
IGRs and other interested A.A. members. 

P A G E  1 5  

Public Information Committee  

     Public Information (PI) in Alcoholics 
Anonymous means carrying the message of 
recovery to the still-suffering alcoholic by 
informing the general public about the AA 
program.  We carry the message by getting 
in touch and responding to the media, 
schools, industry, and other organizations 
which can report on the nature and purpose 
of AA and what it can do for alcoholics.  
(Excerpt taken from Public Information 
Workbook – www.aa.org) 
 
     The Public Information committee conveys this to the general 
public through activities such as giving informational talks at 
schools and civic organization meetings, attending health fairs and 
community events, providing A.A. literature to schools and offices, 
and ensuring local media have accurate information and providing 
them with A.A. public service announcements. Our SEPIA PI 

Committee is also involved with the new  
AASEPIA.ORG website, which launched 
late last year and is improving and updated 
almost daily.  The SEPIA website is an 
amazing resource for newcomers, our 

membership, and general public. 
     The COVID-19 pandemic has affected many lives and also the 
way Public Information has been “carrying the message”.  There has 
been an increased emphasis 
on our online meeting 
directory, making sure the 
information is correct as 
many meetings pivoted to 
online platforms.  Most 
recently the Public 
Information committee conducted an outreach to homeless shelters 
in the five-county SEPIA area.  We are about to undertake an 
outreach to the various trade organizations in our area.  Earlier this 
year we once again had a drive to place our Public Information flyer 
on community bulletin boards. 
     Our committee is also working hard to update our Public 
Information page on the SEPIA website.  Our goal is to bring 
relevant information immediately upon arrival at our page.  The 
focus always remains our primary purpose and informing the public 
that we are here to help.  Check us out under SERVICE TEAMS on 
the SEPIA website. 
     Most recently our committee is now 
managing the Google My Business 
page for SEPIA.  We bring fresh 
content, pictures, flyers, and even jokes 
to those who may be seeking help or 
information about the SEPIA website.  
It’s yet another medium to bring 
attention to Alcoholics Anonymous and 
SEPIA. 
     The SEPIA Public Information Committee meets the third 
Wednesday of every month at 7 pm usually at the SEPIA office, but 
temporarily by videoconference. No experience or special 
knowledge is required. Please join us!  Find the link to our virtual 
meeting on the SEPIA website on the CALENDAR page. 
 
— Scott B. —  Public Information Director 
— Jeremy S. — Assistant Public Information Director  

Archives 
Archives preserves documents, assembles 
group histories, tapes the stories of 
members with 20+ years, and makes 
presentations to groups about the history 
of A.A. in Philadelphia. 

Tuesday — June 15th 
7:00 pm 

 
Saturday — June 19th 

9:00 am 
Preservation 

Cooperation With The Professional 
Community (CPC) 
Helps police, medical, and other 
professionals understand what A.A. is and 
how it can help their clients. 

Monday — May 7th 
7:00 pm 

Finance 
Makes recommendations to the Steering 
Committee and SEPIA office how best to 
spend Seventh Tradition donations. 

Thursday — June 17th 
7:00 pm 

Interphones and Helping Unite the Sick, 
Shut-in, Hospitalized and Homebound 
(HUSSHH) 
Interphones ensures that A.A. is always 
there by taking calls when the office is 
closed. HUSSHH takes meetings to those 
unable to attend them. 

Wednesday — June 30th 
7:00 pm 

Prisons and Temporary Contact  
Prisons takes A.A. meetings behind the 
walls. Temporary Contact introduces new 
A.A.’s coming out of prison to our program 
and escorts them to meetings. 

 
Thursday — June 3rd 

6:00 pm 
 

Public Information (PI) 
Conveys information about A.A. to the 
general public through flyers, mailings, 
radio spots, heath fairs, etc.  

Wednesday — June 16th 
7:00 pm 

Special Events 
Plans the annual spring Round-Up, the 
February Share-A-Day event, and more. 

Monday — June 28th 
7:00 pm 

Treatment Facilities (TF) and  
Bridging the Gap 
Treatment establishes and oversees A.A. 
meetings at detoxes and rehabs. Bridging 
the Gap connects members leaving 
facilities to meetings in their area. 

 
 

Monday — June 21st  
7:00 pm  

Unity 
Provides information about service 
opportunities outside the homegroup to 
groups when invited; plans summer picnic 
and fall workshop. 

Tuesday — June 22nd 
7:00 pm 

Web/Tech Ad Hoc Committee 
An offshoot of Public Information (PI), 
Web/Tech programs and manages the 
website, and provides tech advice and IT 
support for the office. 

Wednesday — June 9th 
5:30 pm 

 

http://aasepia.org/


 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Visit the SEPIA 

 website to place your order  

or call 215-923-7900 
https://sepialiterature.info/   

 Nelson V., passed away on Sunday,        

May 16, 2021.  His Home Group was 

Bryn Mawr Big Book Step Study,       

He was 28 years sober.                                    

 

Alcoholics Anonymous  
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      Go ahead  and  cha l l e nge  y ou rse l f !  

   How many words can you come up with?  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Tota l  Words  Found :   283  

2 letter words (10 words) 

3 letter words (38 words)  

4 letter words (70 words)  

5 letter words (64 words) 

6 letter words (46words) 

7 letter words (38 words) 

8 letter words (14 words) 

9 letter words (3 words) 
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   Meet our beautiful dog, Sienna!  

She brings calmness, warmth, and   

serenity to our sober household.    

Each day is fresh and fun,   

enhancing our new game plan.    

Never a dull moment ... 

Anne-Marie S-G. and Shakey Mike
Broomall, PA 

SEPIA is looking for an 
A.A. member with graphic 
design skills or to help 
with our new sign for out-
side the Intergroup Office located at 1903 S. Broad 

Street in Philadelphia. 
We have a logo (see 
above) and the outside 
piece is made of wood for 
us to use. If interested, 
call us for more details 
215-923-7900. 

Sign goes here! 



Committee Name Day Date Time Meeting ID Passcode Link Dial-In #

CPC COMMITTEE Monday 6-7-2021 7:00 PM 869 6733 4672 (Zoom) SEPIA1903 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86967334672?pwd=ZkwvOHYvZ3M3a2NoaHMrSGNGK1duZz09 1-646-558-8656

WEB/TECH COMMITTEE Wednesday 6-9-2021 5:30 PM 215 1234 215 580960 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84021793007?pwd=SGdERXBndTIzVkhpTitEVzRqVEVrdz09 1-646-558-8656

PRISON COMMITTEE Thursday 6-3-2021 6:00 PM 897 4545 6774 (Zoom) SEPIA https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89745456774?pwd=MEVuVzRiRlR1SmxLMlF3a2FLa3VuUT09 1-646-558-8656

BUCKS COUNTY ZONE Monday 6-14-2021 7:00 PM 833 9712 5709 (Zoom) 722722 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83397125709?pwd=Ykh4T0s3alNPUkIrRGpWNWE1bHJKZz09 1-301-715-8592

CHESTER COUNTY ZONE Monday 6-14-2021 7:00 PM 892 2781 6366 (Zoom) 266565 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89227816366?pwd=SzBhR0pZUlJVekIzT21HZDRKRkhnZz09 1-646-558-8656

DELAWARE COUNTY Monday 6-14-2021 7:00 PM 893 8092 9799 (Zoom) 451451 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89380929799?pwd=UDRCUU9FRjY1ZEZSbHdQRG5ndkd5QT09 1-646-558-8656

MONTGOMERY COUNTY Monday 6-14-2021 7:00 PM 829 0440 1504 (Zoom) 351351 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82904401504?pwd=N0l6Zm54S1dKMEczdHJwY3F2Ukx4Zz09 1-646-558-8656

PHILADELPHIA ZONE Monday 6-14-2021 7:00 PM 846 4472 6194 (Zoom) 224224 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84644726194?pwd=TkVVWnAwNm41elJ1aGhwL1hjQjArZz09 1-646-558-8656

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE Tuesday 6-8-2021 7:00 PM 832 4414 8913 (Zoom) SEPIA https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83244148913?pwd=b2JqbmIzQ0dBOVJuRjlLMDNRYy9lQT09 1-646-558-8656

INTERPHONES Wednesday 6-23-2021 7:00 PM 822 1987 3872 (Zoom) SEPIA https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82219873872?pwd=UG5VR0lvMHJTRXAvUm5OQXE4Q0tNQT09 1-646-558-8656

PUBLIC INFORMATION (PI) Wednesday 6-16-2021 7:00 PM 882 5844 9206 (Zoom) SEPIA https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88258449206?pwd=cWlPd2ZSUlIvWHcvbndyeXA4SFAwUT09 1-646-558-8656

TREATMENT FACILITIES Monday 6-20-2021 7:00 PM 881 4239 6509 (Zoom) 805478 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88142396509?pwd=ZU00WmFMWnRjSWt5VXJUQ3NBdExtdz09 1-646-558-8656

UNITY COMMITTEE Tuesday 6-15-2021 7:00 PM 896 4619 2235 (Zoom) SEPIA https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89646192235?pwd=VTRHdXRnNjNKZmxHZXJPeTltaGZNUT09 1-646-558-8656

FINANCE Thursday 6-17-2021 7:00 PM 842 4075 5543 (Zoom) SEPIA https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84240755543?pwd=ejJlZEFMTjlENDR6cHUxVmF1ci9DZz09 1-646-558-8656

SPECIAL EVENTS Monday 6-28-2021 7:00 PM 834 2923 8954 (Zoom) 797795 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83429238954?pwd=c2I2N05jbGFGMFpXQTl5TTdjU0FMUT09 1-646-558-8656

SEPIA Online Video 12 Step Committee and Zone Meeting - June 2021 - October 2021

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86967334672?pwd=ZkwvOHYvZ3M3a2NoaHMrSGNGK1duZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84021793007?pwd=SGdERXBndTIzVkhpTitEVzRqVEVrdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89745456774?pwd=MEVuVzRiRlR1SmxLMlF3a2FLa3VuUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83397125709?pwd=Ykh4T0s3alNPUkIrRGpWNWE1bHJKZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89227816366?pwd=SzBhR0pZUlJVekIzT21HZDRKRkhnZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89380929799?pwd=UDRCUU9FRjY1ZEZSbHdQRG5ndkd5QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82904401504?pwd=N0l6Zm54S1dKMEczdHJwY3F2Ukx4Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84644726194?pwd=TkVVWnAwNm41elJ1aGhwL1hjQjArZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83244148913?pwd=b2JqbmIzQ0dBOVJuRjlLMDNRYy9lQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82219873872?pwd=UG5VR0lvMHJTRXAvUm5OQXE4Q0tNQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88258449206?pwd=cWlPd2ZSUlIvWHcvbndyeXA4SFAwUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88142396509?pwd=ZU00WmFMWnRjSWt5VXJUQ3NBdExtdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89646192235?pwd=VTRHdXRnNjNKZmxHZXJPeTltaGZNUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84240755543?pwd=ejJlZEFMTjlENDR6cHUxVmF1ci9DZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83429238954?pwd=c2I2N05jbGFGMFpXQTl5TTdjU0FMUT09


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3  

   TEMPORARY    

     CONTACT  
 

   and PRISON 
   COMMITTEE 
       6:00 pm 

4 

Intergroup Noon  

A.A. Meeting 

(suspended) 

5 Committee meetings are 

open to all A.A.   

members unless listed as 

“closed”.  

6 7 

CPC 
COMMITTEE 

7:00 pm 

8  

 
9              Website Tech  

 5:30 pm 
 

STEERING COMMITTEE 
7:00 pm  
(closed) 

10 11 

Intergroup Noon  

A.A. Meeting 

(suspended) 

12 

13 14 

       ALL FIVE 

COUNTY ZONE  
MEETINGS  

7:00 pm 
   (see below for locations) 

15 

ARCHIVES 

COMMITTEE 

7:00 pm 
 

16 

PUBLIC INFO     

COMMITTEE 

  7:00 pm 

17 

FINANCE 

COMMITTEE 

7:00 pm 

18 

Intergroup Noon  

A.A. Meeting 

(suspended) 

19 

ARCHIVES  

PRESERVATION  

9:00 am  

20 21  TREATMENT  

and BRIDGING  

THE GAP  

COMMITTEE 

7:00 pm 

22 

UNITY  

COMMITTEE 

7:00 pm 

23 

 

24 25 

Intergroup Noon  

A.A. Meeting 

(suspended) 

26 

27 28 

SPECIAL EVENTS  

COMMITTEE 
7:00 pm 

29 30 

INTERPHONES 

and HUSSHH 

COMMITTEE 

7:00 pm 

   

June 2021 
All A.A. members are encouraged 

to join a committee and  
help carry the A.A. message. 

All Zones 
Meet at 
7:00 pm 

Zone meetings may be cancelled, rescheduled, or moved to phone/web conferencing this month. Contact your Zone liaison or SEPIA.   
 

Bucks County: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 877 Street Rd (& Churchville/Knowles), Southampton, PA 18966 

Chester County: 307 Clubhouse, 700 South Bradford Ave, West Chester, PA 19382 

Delaware County: Tree of Life Church, 933 Baltimore Pike (& Church Rd), Springfield, PA 19064 

Montgomery County: Church of Messiah, 1001 DeKalb Pike (Rt. 202 south of Sumneytown Pike), Lower Gwynedd, PA 19002 

Philadelphia: St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church, 817 North 7th St, Philadelphia, PA 19123 



GSO # GROUP NAME DONATION

MAY GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS

FROM 5/1/2021 TO 5/31/2021

704744 10TH STEP AT 10:30 $400.00

673795 AFTER SUNRISE $67.50

124412 ASTON SAT AM BIG BOOK $100.00

120517 BENSALEM SUNDAY NIGHTERS $10.00

682199 BOOK 'UM $50.00

111791 Brewerytown -Fairmount NUTS (Now Using The Steps) $91.00

120458 BRIAR ROAD STEP $120.00

611465 CHANGE OR DIE $487.99

119572 CHURCH STREET $53.00

161232 CONSCIOUS CONTACT $120.00

690096 DOYLESTOWN FRIDAY NOON STEP MEETING $116.40

610695 FIRST THINGS FIRST $50.00

641664 FIRST THINGS FIRST $500.00

112124 FISHTOWN $182.00

104724 FOGLIFTERS $500.00

166235 FOX CHASE $160.00

665432 FREEDOM THROUGH THE STEPS $325.44

111999 GLENSIDE TUESDAY EVENING $476.00

112048 GREATER LEVITTOWN $1,600.00

645736 HAIR OF THE DOG $500.00

641812 HAPPY HOUR $5.00

144861 HOLMES FRIDAY NITER $75.00

667817 IVYLAND MEETING OF HOPE $200.00

691357 IVYLAND TUESDAY WOMEN'S STEP $200.00

718458 KEEP IT SIMPLE $100.00

603125 LANGUAGE OF THE HEART $173.28

117160 LANSDALE LUNCHEON $192.32

137687 LIFE OR DEATH $750.00

129156 LIFELINE (Phila) $79.14

112055 LUDWIG'S CORNER WEDNESDAY NIGHT $182.00

112134 MAYFAIR HOLMESBURG $500.00

Meditation on the Steps $50.00

651411 MONDAY NIGHT WINNERS $125.00

713795 MORNING HOPE $250.00

163433 MORNING MIRACLES $250.00

112145 OLNEY-LAWNDALE $50.00

706491 ON AWAKENING $600.00

164832 ORELAND BEGINNERS $110.00
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GSO # GROUP NAME DONATION

MAY GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS

FROM 5/1/2021 TO 5/31/2021

123690 OSCEOLA $113.00

156943 PENNDEL SERENITY $350.00

128552 RED FOX SUNDAY NIGHT $105.00

683810 RENAISSANCE $664.72

635531 RIDLEY PARK FREE FLOW $60.00

169681 ROSLYN THURSDAY NIGHTERS $120.00

131568 SANCTUARY $275.00

112151 SATURDAY MORNING GROUP $258.00

0 SUMNEYTOWN WOMEN $38.00

634439 SUNRISERS $745.00

161225 TACONY $160.00

142738 TAKE ACTION $250.00

140503 TOP OF THE HILL (NW) $705.85

118229 TURNING POINT $143.42

176507 UNDERSTANDING FELLOWSHIP $500.00

600690 WAKE UP $270.00

112285 WALLINGFORD $100.00

719525 WE ARE NOT SAINTS $1,000.00

0 WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEN'S $25.00

112168 WISTER $21.00

138464 WOMEN IN FRIENDSHIP $195.00

139764 WOMEN IN SOBRIETY $24.00

$15,924.06Total from 5/1/2021 to 5/31/2021:
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May 31, 21

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
Frankln Mint 188,821.00
Petty Cash 471.20
PNC-General Checking 43,594.40
PNC-Money Market 10,000.00
PPayPal -3,747.50

Total Checking/Savings 239,139.10

Accounts Receivable
Accounts Receivable 4,324.76

Total Accounts Receivable 4,324.76

Other Current Assets
Accounts Receivable Offset -130.17
Inventory Asset 63,508.86
Undeposited Funds 3,265.34

Total Other Current Assets 66,644.03

Total Current Assets 310,107.89

Fixed Assets
Accumulated Depreciation -11,065.87
Computer Upgrades - 2012 11,065.87
Fixed Assets

Accumulated Depreciation -15,505.00
Office Equipment 15,505.00

Total Fixed Assets 0.00

Total Fixed Assets 0.00

TOTAL ASSETS 310,107.89

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable

Accounts Payable 414.95

Total Accounts Payable 414.95

Other Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable Offset 1,122.35
Sales Tax Payable 1,269.54

Total Other Current Liabilities 2,391.89

Total Current Liabilities 2,806.84

Total Liabilities 2,806.84

Equity
Opening Bal Equity 132,085.00
Unrestricted Net Assets 106,514.29
Net Income 68,701.76

Total Equity 307,301.05

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 310,107.89

12:27 PM SEPIA
06/01/21 Balance Sheet
Accrual Basis As of May 31, 2021
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Nov '20 - May 21 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

Breakfasts/Dinner Dance/Comedy
Dinner Dance/Comedy 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

Breakfast-Bucks County
Donations 0.00 583.31 -583.31 0.0%
Breakfast-Bucks County - Other 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

Total Breakfast-Bucks County 0.00 583.31 -583.31 0.0%

Breakfasts/Dinner Dance/Comedy - Other 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

Total Breakfasts/Dinner Dance/Comedy 0.00 583.31 -583.31 0.0%

RU Income
RU Registrations 0.00 12,500.00 -12,500.00 0.0%
RU Tees 1,014.00
RU Hoodies 2,023.00
RU Prison lit big book donation 815.00
RU Extra donation to SEPIA 2,671.00
RU Income - Other 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

Total RU Income 6,523.00 12,500.00 -5,977.00 52.2%

Contributions
BB & Literature for Prisons 849.50 145.81 703.69 582.6%
Group Contributions 117,149.15 105,658.98 11,490.17 110.9%
Individual Contributions 17,619.76 21,127.33 -3,507.57 83.4%
Other Contributions 2,549.65 951.51 1,598.14 268.0%
Contributions - Other 710.72

Total Contributions 138,878.78 127,883.63 10,995.15 108.6%

Literature 46,392.66 49,688.80 -3,296.14 93.4%

Miscellaneous Income
Interest Income 412.44 875.00 -462.56 47.1%
Interviews 760.00 291.69 468.31 260.6%
Other Revenue 0.00 291.69 -291.69 0.0%
Miscellaneous Income - Other -422.33

Total Miscellaneous Income 750.11 1,458.38 -708.27 51.4%

Total Income 192,544.55 192,114.12 430.43 100.2%

Cost of Goods Sold
Cost of Goods Sold

Discounts & Allowances 0.71
Inventory Adjustment -1,769.49
Literature Expenses

AAWS and GPV 372.08
Postage for Literature 1,553.70 875.00 678.70 177.6%
Literature Expenses - Other 91.64

Total Literature Expenses 2,017.42 875.00 1,142.42 230.6%

Cost of Goods Sold - Other 35,401.46 40,020.40 -4,618.94 88.5%

Total Cost of Goods Sold 35,650.10 40,895.40 -5,245.30 87.2%

Total COGS 35,650.10 40,895.40 -5,245.30 87.2%

Gross Profit 156,894.45 151,218.72 5,675.73 103.8%

Expense
Uncategorized Expenses 341.93
Breakfast Expenses

Breakfast Expense-Bucks
Facility 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

12:46 PM SEPIA
06/01/21 Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual
Accrual Basis November 2020 through May 2021
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Nov '20 - May 21 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

Breakfast Expense-Bucks - Other 140.00

Total Breakfast Expense-Bucks 140.00 0.00 140.00 100.0%

Total Breakfast Expenses 140.00 0.00 140.00 100.0%

Dinner Dance/Comedy Expenses
Caterer-Dinner Dance/Comedy 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

Total Dinner Dance/Comedy Expenses 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

Round Up
RU Food and Supplies -26.00
RU Merchandise for Sale -7,220.00
RU Miscellaneous Expenses 212.10
Round Up - Other 0.00 4,958.31 -4,958.31 0.0%

Total Round Up -7,033.90 4,958.31 -11,992.21 -141.9%

Share-A-Day 40.50 1,000.00 -959.50 4.1%
Comittees & Zones

Bucks County Zone 0.00 326.69 -326.69 0.0%
Chester County Zone 134.00 350.00 -216.00 38.3%
Delaware County Zone 0.00 297.50 -297.50 0.0%
Montgomery County Zone 0.00 348.81 -348.81 0.0%
Philadelphia County Zone 0.00 932.19 -932.19 0.0%
Archives Committee 0.00 175.00 -175.00 0.0%
Cooperation with Professionals 0.00 58.31 -58.31 0.0%
Interphones Committee 3,273.74 3,208.31 65.43 102.0%
Prisons Committee 0.00 4,929.40 -4,929.40 0.0%
Public Information Committee 200.73 1,065.54 -864.81 18.8%
Treatment Facilities Committee 129.52 1,750.00 -1,620.48 7.4%
Unity Committee 0.00 435.89 -435.89 0.0%

Total Comittees & Zones 3,737.99 13,877.64 -10,139.65 26.9%

Travel & Training
Nat'l AA Technology Workshop 0.00 1,458.31 -1,458.31 0.0%
Office Manager Seminar 0.00 1,458.31 -1,458.31 0.0%
Travel & Training - Other 21.00 266.00 -245.00 7.9%

Total Travel & Training 21.00 3,182.62 -3,161.62 0.7%

Miscellaneous
Reconciliation Discrepancies 110.00
Miscellaneous - Other -5,926.78

Total Miscellaneous -5,816.78

Office Expenses
Utilities 0.00 583.31 -583.31 0.0%
Square Fee 398.85 437.50 -38.65 91.2%
Office Manager Cell Phone 492.53 991.27 -498.74 49.7%
Cleaning 2,465.68 2,275.00 190.68 108.4%
Computer Consultant 2,100.00 1,458.31 641.69 144.0%
Computer/Fax Equipment 170.00 1,750.00 -1,580.00 9.7%
Copier Lease Service Supplies 4,888.67 4,525.50 363.17 108.0%
CPA/Professional Services 3,500.00 3,791.69 -291.69 92.3%
Insurance-Liability/D&O/WC 3,892.00 4,083.31 -191.31 95.3%
Office Rent 17,500.00 17,500.00 0.00 100.0%
Office Supplies 800.09 7,344.40 -6,544.31 10.9%
Parking & Transportation 1,270.50 3,052.00 -1,781.50 41.6%
PayPal Fee 879.34 1,445.50 -566.16 60.8%
Payroll Service Fee 811.54 460.46 351.08 176.2%
PNC Merchant Interchng 950.99 957.88 -6.89 99.3%
Telephone/Internet 1,346.56 1,750.00 -403.44 76.9%
USPS 210.98 583.31 -372.33 36.2%

Web Hosting/Storage 329.52 384.65 -55.13 85.7%

12:46 PM SEPIA
06/01/21 Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual
Accrual Basis November 2020 through May 2021
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Nov '20 - May 21 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

Office Expenses - Other 1,315.74 299.53 1,016.21 439.3%

Total Office Expenses 43,322.99 53,673.62 -10,350.63 80.7%

Salary and Benefits
Compensation 35,330.06 60,820.69 -25,490.63 58.1%
Employee Benefits 14,297.66 5,600.00 8,697.66 255.3%
Employer Taxes 3,811.24 6,052.76 -2,241.52 63.0%

Total Salary and Benefits 53,438.96 72,473.45 -19,034.49 73.7%

Total Expense 88,192.69 149,165.64 -60,972.95 59.1%

Net Ordinary Income 68,701.76 2,053.08 66,648.68 3,346.3%

Other Income/Expense
Other Expense

PRIOR YEAR ADJUSTMENTS 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

Total Other Expense 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

Net Other Income 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

Net Income 68,701.76 2,053.08 66,648.68 3,346.3%

12:46 PM SEPIA
06/01/21 Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual
Accrual Basis November 2020 through May 2021
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1 

Memo 

To: General Service Conference 

From Josh E , A.A. Grapevine Board Chair 

Re:  Preamble Revision 

Date May 28, 2021 

Dear Conference Members: 

Several people have asked when the revised Preamble will be seen in print. In keeping with the final 

advisory action of the 71st General Service Conference, the A.A. Preamble revision replacing the words 

“men and women” with “people” will appear in the July issue of Grapevine, and its translation will be in the 

July/August issue of La Viña. Both of these issues will be mailed, and posted online, on June 15, 2021. 

After June 15, as new Grapevine, La Viña and A.A.W.S. literature or reprints go to press, and as web 

pages are updated, the language will change wherever the A.A. Preamble appears. 

The June issue of Grapevine was on press when the Conference requested the change, so this is the first 

opportunity to make the adjustment in the magazines.  

We’ve also received a number of inquiries about whether this negatively impacts the editorial 

independence of Grapevine. Please remember that the Grapevine Board, Publisher and Editors discussed 

this topic for an entire year over a series of board meetings. Ultimately it was agreed that Grapevine has 

the right of decision and foundational editorial independence. We felt that such a change would affect the 

groups as a whole and in keeping with Tradition 4, we sought the input from those it might affect by 

sending the discussion to the General Service Conference. 

The topic was actively discussed in groups across the United States and Canada for two years over both 

the 70th and 71st General Service conference panels. As a result of those conversations the Delegates of 

the General Service Conference passed a series of votes, in a sequence of events that culminated with the 

final advisory action requesting:  
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“The Preamble revision replacing the words “men and women” with the word “people” be 

presented to the General Service Board for approval as the new revised A.A. Preamble.  

Having been accepted by the General Service Board and forwarded to Grapevine for fulfilment, the 

Publisher and editorial staff at A.A. Grapevine went to work to carry out the will of the Conference with love 

and service. 

I hope you are all having a wonderful experience reporting out the results of the 71st General Service 

Conference and thank each of you so very much for your dedicated service. 

Josh E

General Service Trustee 

A.A. Grapevine Board Chair 



Mini-Assembly II
Area 59 Delegate’s Report
Highlights from the 2021

General Service Conference:
“A.A. in a Time of Change”

Saturday, June 12th 2021
10 AM – 2 PM

Zoom meeting
(room opens 9:30 AM)

Meeting ID: 837 3887 8729 
Passcode: 246324

All A.A. members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend!!

For more information area59aa.org or contact: 
officer-at-large@area59aa.org 

Participating Districts: 21-22-23-24-25-26-27-28-
29-30-31-32-34-35-38-44-45-51-54-55-56-60-63-64



The 32nd Annual PA State Conference of Young People in 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

PENNSCYPAA XXXII 2021 TO BE HOSTED IN LANCASTER, PA (Updated March 28th, 
2021) 
 
The Pennsylvania State Conference of Young People in Alcoholics Anonymous is being 
hosted by Lancaster Young People in Alcoholics Anonymous (LANCYPAA) in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania 
from August 20-22, 2021! We are excited to announce that this will be an IN-PERSON 
event and will be held at Spooky Nook Sports, the Manheim location (see below for 
location details). Rest assured, we will be following CDC guidelines to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19 and reserved plenty of space for social distancing. More details about 
the event to come. If you have any questions, please email us. 
 
Don’t forget to register, it only costs $15.00. Contact us to register in bulk (recovery 
houses, etc). Register and book your room for the conference at lancypaa.com. 
 
Looking to get involved or to do service work? We need the help! Please, contact us 
to VOLUNTEER anyway you can! 
 
We look forward to seeing you in August to spread experience, strength, and hope at this 
year’s conference! 
-LANCYPAA, PENNSCYPAA XXXII Host Committee 2021 
 
REGISTER: 
www.lancypaa.com 
 
CONTACT:  
 
Lancypaa2020@gmail.com 
 
SPOOKY NOOK SPORTS: 
 
https://www.spookynooksports.com/manheim 
 
For GPS: 
75 Champ Blvd. Manheim PA 17545 OR 
2913 Spooky Nook Rd. Manheim PA 17545 
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